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The little house first stood in the country, but gradually the city moved closer and closer. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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The year is 1942 and America has fallen head over heels in love with a whole new literary form. It's

sweeping the nation! It's appearing hither and yon! Yes, in the early 1940s, picture books were

suddenly awash in inanimate objects with human characteristics. Whether it was "The Little Red

Lighthouse and the Great Grey Bridge", or the Caldecott winning, "The Little House", children were

reading about a variety of living breathing pieces of architecture. Virginia Lee Burton was especially

good at this kind of book. Her previous venture, "Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel", was a

smash hit (remaining so today). So Burton decided to up the stakes a little and write a similar story

about a little house. In this book, however, Burton outdoes herself by being able to convey seasons,

the passage of time, and the nasty ways cities have of encroaching on country landscapes all within

a scant 40 pages.Long ago a little house was built in the country. The man who built her decided

that this house, special as it was, could never be bought and sold. Instead, he planned on leaving it

to his children, his children's children, and his children's children's children. Etc. The house was

pleased with the arrangement. It watched the seasons go by. It watched the children that played in it

grow up and move away. It even watched the changing fashions and modes of transportation.

Horse and buggies one day, automobiles the next. This is all well and good until a new asphalt road

appears. Suddenly it's a heckuva lot easier for people to reach the area in which the little house

lives. Things get faster and suddenly the little house is surrounded by tenement houses. Then there



are trolley cars (oh the trolley cars).
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